II. SOCIETY

ooking back some forty-five years to Society as it
|  jwas when he was first dressing and talking his way
into it, Disraeli wrote:

'The great world then, compared with the huge
society of the present period, was limited in its propor-
tions, and composed of elements more refined, though
far less various. It consisted mainly of the great landed
aristocracy, who had quite absorbed the nabobs of India,
and had nearly appropriated the huge West Indian for-
tunes. Occasionally, an eminent banker or merchant
invested a large portion of his accumulations in land,
and in the purchase of parliamentary influence, and was
in time admitted to the sanctuary. But those vast and
successful invasions of society by new classes, which have
since occurred, though impending, had not yet com-
menced. There were then, perhaps, more great houses
open than at the present day, but there were very few
little ones... .*
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